ROBESPIERRE
The memorandum he gave to Saint-Just (in accord-
ance with which the latter revised his accusatory report
against the Dantonists, previously read to the Com-
mittee) makes it obvious that doubts regarding
Danton's loyalty to the revolutionary cause had been
accumulating in his mind since the beginning of the
Revolution: Danton's relations with the Duke of
Orleans; his strange immunity after the Champ-de-
Mars massacre; his abandonment of him (Robespierre)
during the anti-war campaign; his questionable
behaviour on the eve of the attack on the Tuileries; his
manoeuvring during the King's trial; his more than
equivocal conduct during the Dumouriez betrayal; his
inexplicable prosperity; his lavish mode of life; his
attitude during the final struggle with the Gironde
leaders—numerous coincidences, rumours, accusations.
But all this he had thrust from him persistently. He did
not want to believe it. He did not want to correlate it.
He did not wish to be convinced. When defending
Danton at the Club, he said bitterly: "Don't you know
then, Danton, that it suffices to be a patriot to be
slandered? Don't you know what they accuse you of?
Fll tell you. They accuse you of having left Paris in
order to emigrate, in order to offer your services to the
counter-revolution. Did you not know that? Well, then,
learn it now. Neophytes in the revolutionary movement
—but who, it appears, are better able to serve it than
either you or I—go about saying these things."
No, he did not want to believe the rumours, the
charges. He thrust back his own ^suspicions. When
shortly after the arrest of Fabre d'Eglantine, Billaud-
Varenne proposed during a session of the Committee
that Danton, too, be placed under arrest, Robespierre
got up in a rage and accused Billaud of plotting the ruin
of the best patriots. But a few weeks later, Robespierre
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